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holders in Berlin, he had arranged with the Gas Company
to illuminate the mansion. Gas had never before been
used for this purpose in Berlin, and by ill-luck the
illumination system failed in the one house where it was
expected to be most brilliant. Some Berliners who witnessed
the sight of that darkened Embassy never forgot it. In
after-years they began to say it was an ill-omen. In a few
days the story of the unlighted British Embassy had gone
round the city. It made a very unfortunate impression, for
the reason was not known. Ever since the marriage had
been announced the Berliners were aware that the English
newspapers talked in half-contemptuous terms of Prussia.
Could it be that the British Ambassador did not consider the
Prussian marriage of enough importance to justify his
illuminating his house ?

The suite of rooms allotted to the Prince and Princess in
the Old Schloss was that in which Frederick William III
had died. The death chamber had been left undisturbed
since the hour of the King's death. It was a family heirloom
of the Hohenzollerns. On one side of the death chamber was
the bedroom of the Prince and Princess. On the other was the
Princess's boudoir. Every morning she passed through the
stillness of the death chamber to the boudoir. Every night
she was lighted with a lamp by her lady-in-waiting through
the shadows of the death chamber to the bedroom. Every
time she wished to change her dress during the day she
crossed the threshold of the awful room.

The Kronprinsen suite had been richly decorated for them,
but so dark were the rooms that the splendid decorations were
wasted, even when the sun shone brightly outside. Draughts
swept along the wide, gloomy corridors and under every
door. Black passages, through which the wind came
whistling from some unglazed window opening, led away into
a grimy maze of forgotten rooms. There was no means of
heating the corridors, of defeating the draughts. There was
not a bath in the Schloss. The food arrived lukewarm from
the distant kitchens. Clearly, the frequent demand for hot
water was little understood by the servants. The drainage